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Shark attacks may be unlikely but that does not mean they are any less brutal. 

With New England sharing a coast with the Atlantic ocean, we've had our fair share of gruesome
shark attacks. 

IN HONOR OF SHARK WEEK, HERE'S HOW TO SURVIVE A SHARK ATTACK (/NEWS/POP-CULTURE/IN-HONOR-OF-
SHARK-WEEK-HERE-S-HOW-TO-SURVIVE-A-SHARK-ATTACK)

Here is a brief history from the Global Shark Attack File (http://www.sharkattack�le.net/) of New
England's most terrifying shark attacks. 

MARCH 15, 1897 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1897.03.15.A.R-LYNN.PDF)
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Lynn, Massachusetts

A Lynn man died after he went �shing. According to an article written about the incident, "Suddenly he
was heard to shout, and those on the vessel distinctly saw a huge shark thrown itself over the dory
and sink it, making off with the unfortunate man, whose cries for aid were of no avail.”

SATURDAY, JULY 25, 1936 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1936.07.25-
TROY.PDF)

Hollywood Beach, just above Mattapoisett Harbor, Buzzards Bay, Mattapoisett, Massachusetts

A 16-year-old boy from Dorchester was ripped to shreds by a shark after loudly swimming.

While he tried to �ght off the Great White shark, the �sh ripped off around 15 pounds of �esh. 

He died on the operating table as surgeons tried to amputate his leg.  

SEPT. 3, 1816 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1816.09.03.R-RHODE-
ISLAND.PDF)

Bristol, Rhode Island

A young boy was attack by a shark while swimming.

His remains were found a few days later, "deprived of both legs and arms.”

SATURDAY, OCT. 23, 2010 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/2010.10.23-
MACNICHOL.PDF)

Atlantic Ocean at Burnt Cove near Eastport, Washington County, Maine

Scott MacNichol from Perry, Maine, fought off a shark with his camera as he was performing an
environmental assessment in the water. 

The attack was caught on camera and MacNichol said, "If you watch the video, you can hear me
screaming underwater."

http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1936.07.25-Troy.pdf
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1816.09.03.R-Rhode-Island.pdf
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/2010.10.23-MacNichol.pdf
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SHARK ATTACK OFF THE COAST OF CAPE COD CAUGHT ON VIDEO (/NEWS/SHARK-ATTACK-OFF-THE-COAST-OF-
CAPE-COD-CAUGHT-ON-V)

MONDAY, JULY 30, 2012 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/2012.07.30.A-
MYERS.PDF)

Ballston Beach in Truro, Massachusetts

While a man was swimming with his son in the ocean, a shark grabbed his legs and
momentarily pulled him under. The man was able to free his right foot while the shark had a hold on
his left and proceed to kick the shark with his right heal three or four times. 

Eyewitnesses on the beach reported that “a very large black dorsal �n," broke the surface between the
man and his son.

http://dev-1.nh1.com/news/shark-attack-off-the-coast-of-cape-cod-caught-on-v
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/2012.07.30.a-Myers.pdf
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SUNDAY, AUG. 11, 1895 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1895.08.11-
BEATTIE.PDF)

Noyes Beach, Watch Hill, Rhode Island

When a 26-year-old man went for a morning swim off his work boat, his coworker saw him make a
peculiar face. 

The co-worker jumped into the water with an oar to help the man but saw that something was
dragging him beneath the surface. 

Even after a search, the man was never seen again. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 12, 1881 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1881.08.12-
LOWNEY.PDF)

Carpenter’s Wharf on the west side of the Seekonk River, Rhode Island

A prank may have saved a man's life back in 1881. 

When a group of friends went swimming, Jerry Lowney removed his pantaloons to keep dry. As a joke,
another boy put them on. 

Lowney returned from bathing to �nd his pants gone, in retaliation Lowney put on the boy's overalls
and entered the water.

Lowney swam a ways out when he was attacked by a huge shark. The shark bit him on the hip and
dragged him under the water by the overalls until the fabric ripped. Lowney was not injured. 

http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1895.08.11-Beattie.pdf
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1881.08.12-Lowney.pdf
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1890.08.09-Odell.pdf
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SATURDAY, AUG. 9, 1890 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1890.08.09-
ODELL.PDF)

Long Island Sound at Phipps Point, Green Farms, Connecticut

A school of sharks surrounded a man swimming when one came up from behind him and bit his arm. 

The man's cries for help had been heard when he was bitten and a witness who was carrying a gun
only a few feet away came to his aid by shooting the shark and rescuing the man from the water. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 3, 2014 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/2014.09.03-
PLYMOUTHKAYAKERS.PDF)

Manomet Point, Plymouth, Massachusetts

Two women were knocked into the water from their kayaks when a great white between 12 and 14
feet in length swam into their boats. 

The shark continued to bite into their kayaks causing them to sink. 

A witness heard the women's screams and called for help. 

http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/1890.08.09-Odell.pdf
http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/2014.09.03-Plymouthkayakers.pdf
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WEDNESDAY, AUG. 23, 2017 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/2017.08.23-
BIGELOW.PDF)

Marconi Beach, Well�eet,  Massachusetts

A surfer was attacked by a great white shark in 3 feet of water. The man made it to shore to warn the
public.

The bite on his board measured almost a foot in diameter. 

http://sharkattackfile.net/spreadsheets/pdf_directory/2017.08.23-Bigelow.pdf
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MONDAY, JULY 26, 1830 (HTTP://SHARKATTACKFILE.NET/SPREADSHEETS/PDF_DIRECTORY/1830.07.26-
JOSEPHBLANEY.PDF)

Scituate, Massachusetts

A man almost survived a shark attack. 

Reports state, "He was alone in the dory when he seen waving his hands and calling for help, and
'apparently disabled in one of his arms. A boat from another schooner went to his aid, but had gone
only a short distance when a they saw a shark lying athwart the dory amidships. Before the boat
could reach him, the shark began thrashing.'"

In plain sight, in front of men trying to save him, the �sh dragged the man underwater. 
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